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Winchester Curling Club Return-to-Play Procedures 

 
Winchester Curling Club (WCC) is approaching return to play in the 2021-2022 season under the 
following principles : 
 

1. The club must adhere to: 
       i. The laws of the Province of Ontario (Reg. 364/20) 

ii.The requirements and recommendations of the Eastern Ontario Health Unit 
   (EOHU) 
 
It must be noted that our governments and public health bodies can change the requirements on a 
moment's notice either easing, modifying, or further restricting policies, in response to the status of 
the virus in our community. As such, policies and rules will be updated including this document as 
necessary throughout the season.  
 

Executive Summary 

 
It is imperative that while at the curling club, all members continue to follow the advice of our public 
health officials. These responsible behaviours are fundamental to maintaining a safe environment. 
 

− If you or anyone in your household are feeling unwell with any symptoms, please stay home.  

− Wash your hands often and use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer if soap and water are not 
available. 

− Avoid close contact and maintain 2 metre physical distancing as much as possible. 

− Masks must be worn in the building. Masks may be temporarily removed while seated in the 
lounge eating or drinking. Masks may be temporarily removed while engaged in the sport of 
curling.  

 

Entering the Club  

 
The club capacity will be posted on the exterior door. The WCC safety plan will be posted. 
 
All persons entering the building will be actively screened for Covid-19. Members are encouraged to 
complete the online screening tool prior to entering the club; however, the screening questions will be 
posted. 
 
Upon entering, proceed up the stairs where boot trays will be available.  
 
An attendance log of everyone who enters the facility will be maintained for required contact tracking. 
All members will be required to sanitize their hands and sign in. By signing-in, the member 
acknowledges that they are well enough to enter the facility.  
 
Once a player has signed in, they will proceed to their appropriate table where they can sit and put on 
their curling shoes. Each sheet will have designated tables at which to sit.  
Lockers will be available for storing brooms and equipment; however, please arrive dressed and 
ready to play. The rooms are not to be used for changing clothing. The capacity limit for the locker 
rooms will be posted.  
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Playing the Game 

 
No adjustments to the sport must be made; however, we will continue to have sheet 2 games start at 
the far end to ease the flow of traffic during the first end. This means the following are permitted: 2 
sweepers, sweeping behind the tee line by either team and sweeping by the person in control of the 
house.  
 
Curlers should use their own equipment as sharing is not encouraged. Club equipment can be 
assigned to players as needed. 
 
Instead of a hand shake, give a friendly wave or tap brooms to start the game. 
 
In-ice markers will be installed to help curlers maintain physical distancing. 
 
Proper use of measuring devices: remove gloves, sanitize your hands, conduct measure, return 
measure device to its proper location, sanitize your hands. 
 

If you need to use the washroom during a game, you must put on your mask before leaving the ice 
surface. Traffic to and from the washrooms will be via the stairs nearest to Sheet 3 only. The front 
entrance will be too wet and dirty. 
 

Bar and Lounge Details 

 
Spectators will be allowed, within the confines of the club capacity limit.  
 
Bartenders will wear a mask. There will be one dedicated bartender per draw. The bartender  will 
NOT drink alcohol during their shift. The bartender will also be responsible for cleaning duties. A list of 
cleaning will be kept in the bar area. A log book of the daily cleaning will be maintained, to assist with 
monitoring the cleaning. Bartenders may not provide service to tables unless wearing eye protection.  
 
The preferred method of payment is through contact-less debit but cash is also accepted. 
 
The kitchen may be used; however, strict cleaning measures must be followed. If you use the kitchen, 
you must ensure it is cleaned afterwards. If coffee/tea is to be served, please assign one person to 
serve it.  
 
The lounge policies and procedures are currently based on the Provincial law (364/20 as it pertains to 
restaurants, bars, etc.), and the EOHU as it pertains to masks. These policies and procedures will be 
reviewed and updated or as required.  
 

Cleaning 

 
Post game cleaning will require just 10 to 15 minutes to complete. Each week, a team will be 
assigned by the convenor to perform the cleaning. A list of items to be cleaned will be provided, along 
with cleaning supplies. A log book of the daily cleaning will be maintained, to assist with monitoring 
the cleaning. One person from the team must date and sign the cleaning checklist.  
 
WCC will adhere to all relevant government directed health protocols which take precedence over 
sports related recommendations. Safety of our members is paramount. The Board will instill a 
protocol of cleanliness and sanitation, however, the Board needs your support, cooperation, and due 
diligence to ensure all aspects are respected.  
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As a member, in general, when you use a surface, clean it afterwards. This is especially true in the 
kitchen and washrooms. Each area will have the necessary items to disinfect surfaces. 
The Board will also arrange a regular, more-thorough cleaning of the entire facility. 
 

Ice Maintenance 

 
The Head Ice Technician and their assistants are responsible for their normal ice-prep duties plus the 
following : 
 
 - Sanitizing all rock handles on a per draw basis 
 - Sanitizing all door handles facing into the ice playing area on a per draw basis 
 - Cleaning all measuring devices on a per ice maintenance (i.e. scrape) basis 
 - Refilling all sanitizers to ensure none are empty on a per draw basis 
 - Emptying all garbage bins as needed 
 
Please do not enter the ice surface area until the ice prep crew has given the go-ahead. 
 

Membership 

 
Members will be required to sign the following documents : 
 
 - Each Adult member to sign a “Declaration of Compliance” and a “Return to Play”  waiver. 
 - Each parent or guardian of a member under 18 signs an “Assumption of Risk”  agreement 
and “Rowan’s Law” waiver. 
 - Each member under the age of 26 is required to sign “Rowan’s Law” waiver. 
 
Members are not permitted to play until all forms are signed and handed in with your registration 
form. 
 
If there is a suspected/confirmed case of COVID-19 of any member or staff who has entered the 
facility, WCC will immediately contact EOHU and follow their guidance and procedures. 
 
If cancellations or closures are necessary due to a COVID-19 outbreak either within WCC or within 
the community, refunds will not be provided. The club is committing to you, our members, by 
spending the necessary dollars to put the ice in and get the club running for the season. In return, the 
Board asks that you commit to WCC and understand that the club is a non-profit organization and will 
be unable to provide refunds if closures or cancellations occur. 
 
We look forward to a great year of curling! 
 


